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ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO INR-10 NSC-05 SP-02 
H-01 EB-08 /063W 

023168 3005 10Z /1 1-S 

R 291215Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1652 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 5726 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV XF 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EC DECLARATION ON RESOLUTION 242 
REF: A) ROME 4891; B) STATE 77949 (NOTAL) 

1 . MFA OFFICIAL TOLD US MARCH 29 THAT EC MIDDLE EAST EXPERTS 
ARE STILL CONSIDERING TAKING SOME ACTION TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR 
UNDERSTANDING THAT WITHDRAWAL PROVISIONS OF RESOLUTION 242 APPLY 
TO ALL FRONTS (REF A). AS PAST EC DECLARATIONS GO BEYOND RESO- 
LUTION 242, THE NINE NOW FEEL THAT RATHER THAN MAKE PUBLIC 
STATEMENT WHICH MIGHT BE PERCEIVED BY ARABS AS STEP BACKWARD. 
THEY MAY MAKE PRIVATE APPROACHES TO ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. NO 
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DECISION HAS BEEN MADE AS TO WHETHER DANISH AMBASSADOR 
IN TEL AVIV WOULD MAKE REPRESENTATION ON BEHALF OF NINE 
OR WHETHER EC EMBASSIES WOULD MAKE APPROACHES INDIVIDUALLY. 

2. TIMING OF APPROACH IS NOT YET SET AS NINE ARE NOW 
AWAITING OUTCOME OF LATEST ISRAELI APPROACHES TO 
EGYPT AND OF INTERNAL ISRAELI POLITICAL REASSESSMENT. 
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MFA OFFICIAL TOOK OUR POINT (REF B, PARA 7) ABOUT OUTSIDE 
ACTIONS WHICH MIGHT HINDER OR DISTRACT ISRAELI REAPPRAISAL 
BUT SAID THAT IF NO PROGRESS IS EVIDENT IN NEXT FEW WEEKS, 
NINE WILL MAKE DECISION ON WHETHER TO MAKE APPROACH ON 
242. GARDNER 
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